The Rev. Martha Ann Powell
McKown

May 29, 1933 - April 23, 2019

The Rev. Martha Ann Powell McKown of Henderson died Tuesday, April 23 at
home. The daughter of John William Powell and Dora Ellen (Melton) Powell,
she was born May 29, 1933 into a farm family of five brothers and two sisters
near Dixie, Kentucky. She enjoyed the farm life, especially the animals, and
loved horseback riding. A large, close-knit wider family was hers once she
counted and found she had about seventy first cousins.

After graduating Corydon High School and the University of Evansville, she
then attended Boston University, where she earned the master’s degree of
Religious Education.

Martha early felt God's call to be a minister, but frustrated by the then
Methodist prohibition on ordaining women, she became a Director of Religious
Education. Ordination later became possible, but she continued to devote her
time to training others in religious education, and to her minister husband
Leslie McKown, and to their two daughters, Karen and Liana. She also
worked at two churches in Terre Haute. Finally, in 1979, she completed two
more years of school at Christian Theology Seminary, was ordained, and
became the pastor of United Methodist churches in Indianapolis, Princeton
(Indiana), Poseyville, and Evansville. After retirement she and Leslie worked
part-time on staff at First United Methodist Church in Henderson.

She was president of the Church Federation of Terre Haute and of the
Princeton Ministerial Association, a member of the Board of Ordained Ministry,
and many other church and community offices. She is honored at the



Henderson Women's Honor Court.

Also a poet and author, Martha wrote and published several books for
children, a worship drama titled “Palm Sunday Parade”, and a collection of
poems called “Wilderness Voices”, and many magazine articles and
curriculum guides.

She was a serious student of the life and theology of John Wesley, the
intellectual and spiritual father of Methodism, serving as president of the
South Indiana United Methodist Historical Society. Other interests included
flower and vegetable gardening, and genealogy. A log cabin and wooded
acreage in Brown County, Indiana was a place to get away from some of the
pressures of life and enjoy the company of family and friends.

Martha enjoyed travel, both in the United States and in other parts of the
world, including India, Nepal, Central and South America, the United
Kingdom, and Europe. She and her husband Leslie lived two years in
Panama.

Martha loved and enjoyed her husband of 61 years, Leslie McKown, their two
children, Karen Marie McKown-Arano and Liana Jane Edenfield (Patrick) six
grandchildren, nine great-grandchildren and one great-great-grandson. Two
sisters, Waleska Westerman and Edna Westerman, and a brother, the Rev. M.
E. Powell, survive.

Relatives and friends are invited to Martha’s visitation from 4:00 until 8:00 p.m.
Friday and again from 10:00 a.m. until the service time on Saturday, April 27,
2019 at Benton-Glunt Funeral Home in Henderson, KY. The funeral service
will be held on Saturday at 1:00 p.m. at the funeral home with Reverend Jim
Wofford officiating. Burial will follow at Shady Grove Cemetery in Poole, KY.
Expressions of sympathy may take the form of contributions to First United
Methodist Church, 338 3rd St, Henderson, KY 42420.

Arrangements entrusted to Benton-Glunt Funeral Home, A Life Celebration®
Home, online condolences may be made at www.bentonglunt.com



Cemetery Details

Shady Grove Cemetery

Poole, KY
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Funeral Service

APR 27.1:00 PM (CT)

Benton-Glunt Funeral Home
629 S. Green Street
Henderson, KY 42420



Tribute Wall

Benton-Glunt & Tapp Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in
memory of The Rev. Martha Ann Powell McKown

Benton-Glunt Funeral Home - May 01, 2019 at 10:45 AM

The Rev. Martha Ann Powell McKown

November 29, 2022 at 08:01 AM

I am goin to muss my grandma so much! | |
remember so many adventures we had as |

was growing up. One time while | was visiting
in Petersburg she even let me keep a live \A
catfish in the tub! She also helped me skin,

fillet, and cook him. | don't know too many grandmas that would do
that. Then there was the time | trapped a blue heron on accident
and while we were waiting for DNR to come get it it just flew off!
God | love my grandma so much!!

Alex Mckown - April 28, 2019 at 08:18 AM



Our family was very fond of Martha. She and Leslie both spoke at
our dad's funeral. She was a "champion” in a lot of ways. We will
miss her. Our sincere sympathy to the family. Sara (Sally) Simpson
and the family of Kay and Sherman Simpson

Sara Simpson - April 27, 2019 at 11:43 PM
Sorry to hear of Martha's death. She has left this life for life eternal
with her Lord and Savior, Jesus. She served the Lord faithfully and
well. Les may you and your family feel the loving arms of Jesus
holding you as you move forward in your mourning.

Rev. Wayne Nichols - April 26, 2019 at 09:46 PM
Martha was a joy to be around. She welcomed me into the family. |

know God has work for her. With love Donna Westerman Blades

Donna Blades - April 26, 2019 at 07:46 AM

61 files added to the album LifeTributes

Benton-Glunt Funeral Home - April 25, 2019 at 11:22 AM



With our sympathy----Donald and Carolyn Stone--Johnson UM at
New Harmony.

Carolyn Stone - April 25, 2019 at 09:56 AM

Les, I will always remember fondly the happy times spent with you and
Martha at Rivervale, and will always treasure your friendship. My
thoughts and prayers are with you and your family as you mourn her
tremendous loss.

Mary M. Barnes, Bloomington, IN

Mary Margaret Barnes - April 27, 2019 at 11:36 AM



