
Shirley Ann Bailey
September 10, 1939 - October 17, 2024

Shirley Ann Bailey, age 85, of Henderson, KY, passed away at 1:20 am,
Thursday, October 17, 2024, at Deaconess Gateway Hospital in Newburgh,
IN. 

 

Shirley was like the sunshine who spread her light and warmth to everyone
she met and everything she touched. Her laughter and infectious smile could
be seen lighting up any and every social gathering. She loved to fellowship
with the Silvertones at First Baptist Church, the Silver Sneakers at the YMCA,
her Aqua Aerobics group and her cherished friends at the Gathering Place.
Her social calendar was always overflowing. If there was a party, Shirley
would be right in the middle of it dancing and having the time of her life. But
behind that disarming smile lay the heart of a competitor. Anything from
bowling to a game of Monopoly, she was out to win it. She took pride in the
many medals she won at the Gathering Place Senior Olympics. Shirley’s
sense of fashion and décor was only outdone by her own inner brightness. To
be in a room with her was like stepping into her show. She had a knack for
drama, appearing in Hollywood movies, television game shows and local
plays. She played a dulcimer with her sisters in their traveling band, Kinfolk.
Shirley enjoyed reading novel after novel and tending her gardens with a
green thumb that could transform any nook or cranny into a blossoming
wonderland. 



Her children and grandchildren were the center of her life and most recently
she enjoyed time with her new great granddaughter. She could always be
seen front and center cheering them on at baseball games, band
competitions, swim meets and dance recitals. She was their biggest fan.
Shirley was young at heart. She loved life and traveling. She especially loved
making the holidays special for her family in every way she could, often going
over the top with food, decorations, and her enthusiasm. 

 

In addition to her parents, Turner and Lucy English, Shirley was preceded in
death by her husband of 60 years, Terry Bailey in 2019, brother Jimmie
English, and sister Betty Newman. 

 

She is survived by her daughters Beth Bailey (Hilton “Owen” Hazelwood) of
Evansville, IN, and Bonny Riedell (Benjamin) of Henderson, KY; son Bruce
Bailey (Tori) of Henderson, KY; sisters Debby Holsing of Henderson, KY, and
Phyllis Howard of Hilton Head, SC; sister-in-law, Patsy English of Somerset,
KY; grandchildren: Asher Davenport, Jonah Polley (Jessica), Logan Bailey,
and Dylan Bailey (McKenzie); and her great-grandchild, Rudie Jo Polley; step
grandchildren: David Tyrie, Sandi Tyrie, and Amanda Tyrie; numerous nieces
and nephews, and great nieces and nephews. 

 

Relatives and friends are invited to Shirley’s Life Celebration at Benton-Glunt
& Tapp Funeral Home in Henderson, Kentucky. Visitation is from 5:00 p.m.
until 8:00 p.m. on Friday Oct. 25th, and again on Saturday at 9:00 a.m. with
the funeral service following at 11:00 a.m., October 26, 2024. Reverend Rick
O’Daniel will officiate. A private burial will be held at a later date in Roselawn
Memorial Gardens, Henderson, KY. 

Expressions of sympathy may take the form of contributions to The Gathering
Place: 1817 N Elm St, Henderson, KY, 42420. Arrangements entrusted to
Benton-Glunt & Tapp Funeral Home, A Life Celebration® Home, online



condolences may be made at www.bentongluntandtappfuneralhome.com.



Previous Events

Life Celebration

OCT 25. 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

Benton-Glunt & Tapp Funeral Home
629 S. Green St.
Henderson, KY 42420
(270) 827-3535
email@bentonglunttapp.com
https://www.bentongluntandtappfuneralhome.com/

Life Celebration

OCT 26. 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

Benton-Glunt & Tapp Funeral Home
629 S. Green St.
Henderson, KY 42420
(270) 827-3535
email@bentonglunttapp.com
https://www.bentongluntandtappfuneralhome.com/

Funeral Service

OCT 26. 11:00 AM (CT)

Benton-Glunt & Tapp Funeral Home
629 S. Green St.
Henderson, KY 42420
(270) 827-3535
email@bentonglunttapp.com
https://www.bentongluntandtappfuneralhome.com/
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Tribute Wall
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Bonny Riedell - October 24, 2024 at 10:01 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Phyllis Howard - October 24, 2024 at 09:41 PM

1 file added to the album Fun Memories

Benton-Glunt Funeral Home - October 23, 2024 at 03:39 PM

52 files added to the album LifeTributes
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Shirley Campbell - October 22, 2024 at 01:07 AM

Shirley Campbell lit a candle in memory of
Shirley Ann Bailey

Robin Workins Bailey - October 21, 2024 at 08:54 PM

Shirley (Mammaw), losing you so unexpectedly seems to intensify
the grief. You were a role model, and we love you dearly. When
Dylan told you on your Birthday that he and Mackenzie were
expecting what would be your second great grandchild, I hear we
hadn't made it to the car before you were on the phone notifying
everyone LOL. Logan and I laughed so hard, because you couldn't
keep secrets, not like that anyway, but we love you so much. Going
to miss you terribly. Prayers for your children and grandchildren, our
family.


