
Norman O'Nan
February 2, 1927 - April 5, 2015

Norman O’Nan, age 88, of Henderson, KY, passed away at 9:00 PM, Sunday,
April 5, 2015, at the Western Kentucky Veterans Center in Hanson, KY. 

 Norman was born in Little Dixie, KY to Leo and Mary O’Nan. He graduated
from Niagara High School and then was drafted into World War II. When the
Germans learned of this they surrendered the very next day. After the war, he
graduated from University of Louisiana-Lafayette, where he captained the
basketball and baseball teams. He then played semi pro baseball all over the
south. Norman was known as a “Power Hitter”, and many of his baseballs
were hit so hard that they are still being searched for today. Eventually
Norman returned to Henderson and began his teaching career. He also
coached both baseball and basketball at Corydon High and Henderson
County High Schools. Norman won seven straight basketball district titles from
1957-1964 for Henderson County High School. His 1961 basketball team won
the regional title and qualified for the Sweet Sixteen Tournament in Lexington,
KY. 
Later, he worked for the Henderson County Board of Education where he was
in charge of bus transportation until his retirement in 1981. He then pursued
his lifelong love of hunting, fishing and gardening. His many adventures with
his hunting buddies were legendary. In 1989, Norman was honored to be
inducted into the first class of the Henderson County Sports Hall of Fame. 

 Norman was a longtime fan of the University of Kentucky and the St. Louis
Cardinals, but his number one team was always the Henderson County



Colonels. 
Norman was preceded in death by his wife Margene O’Nan, son Gary O’Nan,
and brother Gene O’Nan. 
Survivors include: 

 Daughter: Susan Kosley and husband Andy Colorado Springs, CO 
 2 Sons: Von O’Nan and his wife Jennifer Burlingame, CA 

 Kelly O’Nan and wife Julie Henderson, KY 
 Daughter-in-law: Kathy O’Nan Mayfield, KY 
 2 Brothers:David and Ralph O’Nan Henderson, KY 

 6 Grandchildren: Chad Allgood Colorado Springs, CO 
 Meg Holmes Nashville, TN 

 Ellen O’Nan Mayfield, KY 
 Reece O’Nan Henderson, KY 

 Madison O’Nan Santa Cruz, CA 
 Noah O’Nan Burlingame, CA 

 3 Great Grandchildren: Charlotte and Savannah Allgood Colorado Springs,
CO 

 John Michael Holmes Nashville, TN 
 Many Nieces and Nephews 

 

Relatives and friends are invited to Norman’s Life Celebration from 4:00 to
8:00 PM Thursday at Benton-Glunt Funeral Home, Henderson, KY. A Mass of
Christian Burial will be celebrated by Father Larry McBride at 12:00 PM,
Friday, April 10, 2015 at Holy Name of Jesus Catholic Church, Henderson, KY.
Burial will follow at St. Louis Cemetery in Henderson, KY. Military honors will
be rendered by the American Legion Worsham Post #40. 

 A Prayer Service will be held 6:00 PM, Thursday at Benton-Glunt Funeral
Home, Henderson, KY 

 In lieu of flowers, expressions of sympathy may take the form of contributions
to the Henderson County Hall of Fame, P.O. Box 242 Henderson, KY 42419 

 Pallbearers will be: Denny O’Nan, Phil O’Nan, Mark O’Nan, David O’Nan,



Bernard O’Nan, and Chad Allgood. 
 Arrangements entrusted to Benton-Glunt Funeral Home, A Life Celebration®

Home, online condolences may be made at www.bentonglunt.com



Cemetery Details

St. Louis Cemetery

Henderson, KY 42420

Previous Events

Life Celebration

APR 9. 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

Benton-Glunt & Tapp Funeral Home
629 S. Green St.
Henderson, KY 42420
(270) 827-3535
email@bentonglunttapp.com
https://www.bentongluntandtappfuneralhome.com/

Prayer Service

APR 9. 6:00 PM (CT)

Benton-Glunt & Tapp Funeral Home
629 S. Green St.
Henderson, KY 42420
(270) 827-3535
email@bentonglunttapp.com
https://www.bentongluntandtappfuneralhome.com/

mailto:email@bentonglunttapp.com
https://www.bentongluntandtappfuneralhome.com/
mailto:email@bentonglunttapp.com
https://www.bentongluntandtappfuneralhome.com/


Mass of Christian Burial

APR 10. 12:00 PM (CT)

Holy Name of Jesus Catholic Church
511 2nd St.
Henderson, KY 42420



Tribute Wall
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Benton-Glunt Funeral Home - April 09, 2015 at 03:52 PM

Benton-Glunt & Tapp Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in
memory of Norman O'Nan

November 29, 2022 at 08:01 AM

Norman O'Nan

Ellen O'Nan - April 09, 2015 at 06:04 PM

"It's great to have all these O'Nans here." This is how Papa would
start every family prayer. It is because of him that I have an
everlasting sense of pride in my last name. I will forever and always
love being an O'Nan. 
 
Here at his visitation I can't help but think how much he would
appreciate so many of his friends and family coming together during
this time. People are laughing, crying, and sharing memories of this
great man...he would have loved this. I love you Papa and you will
always be among us in spirit and in our hearts. 
 
Ellen O'Nan
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Bev - April 08, 2015 at 11:07 AM

Though He was my Cus, He was a Man I Admired on and off the
Court !!! 
God Bless to Him and Family !!! 

  
As James P. O'Nan would say (He's a GOODUN) 

 Bev Key and Family

April 07, 2015 at 06:24 PM

Heavenly Light was purchased for the family of
Norman O'Nan.

Mic Woodward - April 07, 2015 at 03:39 PM

A good friend and respected teacher.

April 07, 2015 at 02:26 PM

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family
of Norman O'Nan.

https://www.bentongluntandtappfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2990&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bentongluntandtappfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2990&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bentongluntandtappfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bentongluntandtappfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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April 07, 2015 at 01:46 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Norman O'Nan.

Mary Householder Varble - April 07, 2015 at 11:47 AM

Mr. O'Nan was easily my favorite teacher at County High (Class of
'64). His unfailing sense of humor made general biology my favorite
subject. It was wonderful that he attended our 45th class reunion; it
was wonderful to see him after so many years. 
 
My sincere condolences to his family. He was a wonderful man.

https://www.bentongluntandtappfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bentongluntandtappfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

