
Marianne Cascio Walker
August 15, 1933 - September 5, 2024

Marianne Cascio Walker, died on Thursday, September 5, 2024, under the
care of St. Anthony’s Hospice, who provided medical care and support, along
with her daughters Beth, Trisha, and Amy, who took leave from their families,
work and homes to provide support for all her needs 24 hours a day so she
could remain in her home where she was most happy. Marianne was a
beloved wife, mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother. She was also a
cook, a gardener, a painter, a friend, an educator, co-founder of St. Anthony’s
Hospice, author of many articles, and four non-fiction books, the first of which
was translated and published into Japanese and Latvian. 

She was born on August 15, 1933, in Monroe, Louisiana, where she lived with
her parents Joseph Dominic and Rose Spatafora Cascio and younger brother
J.D., her only sibling, until she left for college at St. Mary’s Dominican in New
Orleans, Louisiana. Her father, who owned and operated the Monroe Tire
Exchange in Monroe for seventy years died in 1989, and her mother, in 1954. 

During her second year at St. Mary’s, she fell in love with Ulvester Walker, a
young Tulane law student from Henderson, Kentucky. The following year, they
married, continued their respective studies, and received their degrees: hers a
Bachelor of Science and his a law degree. In 1957, they moved to Henderson
where her husband established his law career and she, her teaching. 

 



Her first year teaching, she taught fifth grade at the old Central School. The
following year, she was assigned to Henderson County High, where she
taught English for several years. In 1969, she resigned from teaching and
during that time she earned her Masters’ degree in the Humanities in 1976,
with majors in philosophy and literature, from the University of Evansville. The
fall of the same years, she began teaching English, world literature and
philosophy courses at the Henderson Community College, a branch of the
University of Kentucky at that time. She loved teaching and the subjects she
taught and always said she was a better student than teacher. One student
said, “She wanted us to learn more than we wanted to learn.” 

During her tenure at the college, she developed continuing education courses
in subjects as diverse as Thoreau, food safety, and hospice. In the late 1970’s
when medical science was quickly moving far ahead of medical ethics, a new
philosophical study named bioethics was being developed by renowned
philosophers at the Hastings Center in New York. She discovered and studied
their writings and attended their seminars. Seeing a need for including such
an ethics course at HCC she developed and received approval in 1981, for a
three-hour, transferable, undergraduate credit course- Moral Issues in Health
Care- to be included in the curriculum. It was the first undergraduate bioethics
class in the state area. The letters she received from administrators in other
surrounding colleges thrilled her. 

Around this same time, she also learned about the hospice philosophy- an
ancient philosophy that had been revived in England but new to America. A
local Methodist minister, John Conn, was the first to talk about hospice here.
He wanted to establish a hospice for Henderson County and asked if she
would help by teaching hospice philosophy as a continuing education class.
He believed that if the community were educated about hospice, they would
support one. She agreed and was always grateful for the opportunity to be
involved in this important movement. The classes had large enrollments and



from those classes emerged a small group that worked to form St. Anthony’s
Hospice. Needing a fundraiser for the fledgling hospice, she made
arrangements with the famous Dr. Elizabeth Kubler-Ross to visit our area to
speak. Ross’s book ON DEATH AND DYING had revolutionized the way dying
patients were being treated in the United States. She was an important person
in the world at that time. It was one of the highlights of Marianne’s life to talk
with Dr. Ross, to convince her to help and then to visit our home. On March
28, 1984, Dr. Ross spoke to a packed Vanderburgh Auditorium in Evansville.
She and Dr. Ross remained close friends. 

During her teaching career at Henderson Community College she received
several awards, including the University of Kentucky Alumni Association 1994
Great Teacher Award, the first at a Community College in Kentucky to receive
it. She served as board member of the Kentucky Humanities Council, St.
Anthony’s Hospice, and as a member of Methodist Hospital Bioethics
Committee. 

In 1984, after her children were all grown, she began writing articles for the
Louisville Courier Journal Sunday Magazine and other publications, and then
went on to write her first book, a biography of Margaret Mitchell, author of
Gone with the Wind. She wrote three other subsequent books. 

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by her brother J.D.
Cascio, Jr. 

Survivors include her husband of 70 years, Ulvester Walker, her son
Christopher Walker of Henderson, KY, her daughter Carol Bailey of Westfield,
IN, her daughter Patricia Corino and her husband Michael of Henderson, KY,
her daughter Amy Jones and her husband Tom of Beattyville, KY; five
grandchildren: Elizabeth Barnett and her husband Scott of Noblesville, IN,



William Bailey and his wife Jennifer of Fishers, IN, Walker Jones of Beattyville,
KY, and Caroline Corino and Dominic Corino of Henderson, KY, and five
great-grandchildren: Jade Barnett, Kyliee Barnett, Liam Barnett, River Bailey,
and Quin Bailey. 

Toward the end, she often said how grateful she was for her parents and her
upbringing, and for her husband, children, and everyone who had influenced
her life in some way, and for everything that she had experienced. She said
she had found life to be just as Cicero wrote in Senectute- “each advancing
year of life should be more satisfying than the ones that have gone before..” 

In honoring her wishes, we will have a private family burial. 

Expressions of sympathy may take form of donations to St. Anthony’s
Hospice, 2410 S. Green, St., Henderson, KY, 42420, to any local animal
shelter, or to Kentucky Educational Television (KET), 600 Cooper Drive,
Lexington, KY, 40502. 

 

Arrangements entrusted to Benton-Glunt & Tapp Funeral Home, A Life
Celebration® Home, online condolences may be made at www.bentongluntan
dtappfuneralhome.com.
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Pam Horn - September 10, 2024 at 10:09 AM

It's impossible to understand how important
someone is to their community until years
later. As a young nurse in 1984 I attended the
lecture by Dr Elizabeth Kubler-Ross in
Evansville. I had no idea Mrs Walker was the
mastermind. 

 All these years later I still remember the lecture and was captivated.
I salute Mrs Walker and am so thankful that St Anthony's Hospice is
available for our community. 

 My sincere condolences to all those close to Marianne. Fly high.....
 Pam Horn RN

 Henderson, KY

Jordan & Emily Gelep - September 08, 2024 at 12:09 PM

Jordan & Emily Gelep purchased the Country Ba
sket Blooms for the family of Marianne Cascio
Walker.

Sam Rhoades - September 07, 2024 at 10:04 AM

Sam Rhoades purchased the Enchanted Cottage
for the family of Marianne Cascio Walker.
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https://www.bentongluntandtappfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Sam Rhoades - September 07, 2024 at 10:04 AM

Sam Rhoades planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Marianne Cascio
Walker.

The Kelsey Family - September 06, 2024 at 05:07 PM

The Kelsey Family purchased the Peaceful White
Lilies Basket for the family of Marianne Cascio
Walker.

The Kelsey Family - September 06, 2024 at 05:07 PM

The Kelsey Family planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Marianne Cascio
Walker.

Sharyn McBride - September 06, 2024 at 02:43 PM

As a child, I always thought of my Aunt Marianne as a beautiful
southern lady. I loved listening to her speak in her soft voice and
southern drawl. She also had a wonderful laugh, I can still hear it in
my mind. As an adult I came to know how intelligent and interesting
she was , through her writings and books. I was never fortunate to
have her as a teacher, I think I missed out. She and my Uncle
Ulvester were always kind and loving to all of us. I will miss you,
Aunt Marianne. 
Love Sharyn

https://www.bentongluntandtappfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bentongluntandtappfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bentongluntandtappfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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judy jaggers - September 06, 2024 at 05:09 PM

A strong and stunning presence with a soft articulate voice is how I will
always remember Aunt Marianne. 

  
You were so loved by so many. I have so many fond memories of you,
and of our family 

 Judy Lynn

PC

Phyllis Crafton - September 07, 2024 at 07:36 AM

Marianne was my mentor! I credit her for the encouragement and early
detection of my breast cancer. She epitomized "class act", beautiful
lady" "great teacher"; always loyal to whatever cause she believed in.
What a great mind she had! Above all she loved her family! To all the
family I extend my heartfelt sympathy!

SB

Scott Bailey - September 07, 2024 at 09:52 AM

Mom Walker and Dad Walker was a second Mom and Dad to me.
Taught me how to eat, speak, write, and Love open armed. Lots of
good memories with Mom. I was a silly poor country boy and they
treated me like a equal. We will miss her, but God is pleased to have
her home. Love ya'll.

KH

Keith Haynes - September 07, 2024 at 10:01 AM

One of the most influential people in my life. With me as a mediocre
student, she showed and concern and caring. As an adult 50 years
later she was just as caring. This world is not quite as good a place
today as while Mrs Walker was with us. I will miss her genuine smile.

GS

Greg Sutton - September 08, 2024 at 09:39 PM

A beautiful soul - my English 101 teacher in the Fall of 1982 at HCC -
vivid memories of being in her class - one of those who helped me
realize I had something to offer - learned a lot about the subject she
was teaching and about life in the classes I had with Mrs. Walker. My
mother, Janice Sutton, was her student as well at HCC when my
mother was in her mid 40's - she loved Marianne.


